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Kingdom. We listened together, prayed quietly and shared 
one to one. Meditations on the Kingdom and the Beati-
tudes resulted in a spiritually fruitful day.

During the lunch break of the Day of Prayer, the 
region’s Apostolic Groups met for a meeting. The Lay 
Spirituality Group is promoting growth in praying in the 
Ignatian way. The Social Justice Group is working on set-
ting up a chat room or blog for dissemination of informa-
tion on social justice issues.

The annual Day of Mission at the Little Sisters of the 
Assumption Center in East Harlem was another success. 
Thirty members of the region cleaned, painted, repaired 
and planted for the Sisters. Others who could not attend 
donated funds for materials that were needed. The morning 
ended with Mass and a pizza lunch. 

Excerpts from 

The Challenge of Peace: 
God’s Promise and our Response

23.	Because peace, like the kingdom of God itself, 
is both a divine gift and a human work, the 
Church should continually pray for the gift 
and share in the work. We are called to be 
a Church at the service of peace, precisely 
because peace is one manifestation of God’s 
word and work in our midst. Recognition of 
the Church’s responsibility to join with others 
in the work of peace is a major force behind 
the call today to develop a theology of peace. 
Much of the history of Catholic theology on 
war and peace has focused on limiting the re-
sort to force in human affairs; this task is still 
necessary, and is reflected later in this pastoral 
letter, but it is not a sufficient response to Vati-
can II’s challenge “to undertake a completely 
fresh reappraisal of war.”[11]

25.	A theology of peace should ground the task of 
peacemaking solidly in the biblical vision of 
the kingdom of God, then place it centrally in 
the ministry of the Church. It should specify 
the obstacles in the way of peace, as these are 
understood theologically and in the social and 
political sciences. It should both identify the 
specific contributions a community of faith 
can make to the work of peace and relate these 
to the wider work of peace pursued by other 
groups and institutions in society. Finally, a 
theology of peace must include a message of 
hope. The vision of hope must be available 
to all, but one source of its content should be 
found in a Church at the service of peace.

Journeying as an Apostolic Body: 
Our Response to This Grace from God”
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“Our Lady of Fatima”

The Blessed Virgin 
Mary, the Mother 
of God, appeared 
six times to three 
shepherd children; 
Lucia, Francisco, and 
Jacinta; between May 
13 and October 13, 
1917.




