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Cover Photo: Carol Gonzalez (pictured on left) along with Lois Campbell and Henry 
Gonzalez (both of whom are not pictured) from Pittsburgh CLC walked together 
this year, in Pax Christi’s annual “Stations of the Cross” marking Good Friday in 
various downtown areas of cities such as New York and Pittsburgh. They march with 
signs and prayers at various “station-locations” highlighting the need for an end to 
war and violence, and the promotion of peace.

This photo was originally published in April 2008 issue of The Newpeople, Pitts-
burgh’s Peace and Justice Newspaper, published by the Thomas Merton Center.

http://www.clc-usa.org.




Spring 2008 / 9Back to Table of Contents

A View From Jerusalem

Donald J. Moore, S.J.

Several years ago, BBC broadcast a retrospect on the life of the late Margaret Has-
san, the head of CARE in Iraq , who was abducted, held hostage, and then executed in 
2004. In an interview with Ms. Hassan, made shortly before the U.S.-led invasion of 
Iraq , she expressed her own opinion about the oncoming violence: “No, no, no — war 
will only bring grief to the most vulnerable in society.” Margaret Hassan did not know 
how tragically personal her forebodings about war would become. Yet how true her in-
sight about war and violence in the Middle East : it has brought only suffering and grief 
to the most vulnerable in society. 

Having spent much of the last nine years at the Pontifical Biblical Institute in Je-
rusalem, I have often reflected about the possibilities of peace in this region. For many 
the cycle of violence is so deeply rooted and so complex in its origins that all efforts 
to establish a lasting peace appear doomed to failure. As a priest and a Jesuit I cannot 
share that opinion. My response comes not simply from a faith perspective, although 
that certainly enters into the picture, but also from my experience with the people of the 
Holy Land whom I have come to know and respect and love over the last nine years. 
My experience is admittedly limited. My judgments are fallible. Perhaps, however, they 
can shed some light on the darkness of the violence that engulfs that region.

In responding to the problems of the Holy Land I would like to make my own 
Margaret Hassan’s stand against war and violence. It is the stand taken by every Pope 
from John XXXIII to Benedict XVI, and it is the stand taken by the American bishops 
25 years ago in their ground-breaking document, The Challenge of Peace. In any war 
the most vulnerable are always its victims. War and violence are always a defeat for 
humankind. 

Here in the Holy Land there are many Jews and Palestinians who are adamant in 
seeking non-violent ways to resolve the problems that confront them, convinced that 
they can succeed, but their efforts, for the most part go unnoticed in Western media. 
One such group is the Bereaved Families’ Forum, Israeli and Palestinian families who 
have lost loved ones in the violence and have come together to protest the continuing 
cycle of violence. My first contact with the Forum was in 2002 through George and Na-
jwa Sa’ada, a Christian Palestinian couple in Bethlehem whose eleven year old daugh-
ter, Christine, had been killed by Israeli troops in a case of “mistaken identity” during 
an incursion of the IDF (Israeli army) into Bethlehem.

I first met the Sa’adas four months after Christine’s death. It was an extraordinary 
visit. There was no hate, no rage, and no call for revenge. They had accepted this fam-
ily tragedy with the profound faith that ultimately God would bring good out of their 
pain. Najwa was almost crushed by her grief — she longed so much for her Christine. 
George had a total of nine bullets and shrapnel pieces removed from his upper body. 
One would never guess that this was a man who had spent two months in an Israeli hos-
pital, his life hanging in the balance. He seemed strong, resolute, determined to grow 
from this tragedy. They showed me their family album with photos of Christine from 
early childhood through her 11th birthday, two months before she was killed. In all of 
them she was bubbling over with joy and laughter. She must have been a great consola-
tion to her parents, which underscores the tragedy and loss they have suffered.

They recalled the day of the shooting. After visiting grandparents, they were driv-
ing through the center of Bethlehem . Israeli troops had been warned of gunmen driving 
in a car that was the same model and color as the Sa’ada car. Christine saw the soldiers 

After ordination in 1960, 
and tertianship in Dublin 
1961-2, Donald Moore started 
teaching theology at Fordham 
U in 1963, taking time off to 
complete doctoral studies at 
U of Strasbourg (France). 
He specialized in the thought 
of two 20th century Jewish 
religious thinkers, Martin 
Buber and Abraham Joshua 
Heschel, and has published and 
lectured widely on their work. 
He has served as superior of 
the West Side Jesuit Communiy 
in Manhattan and as rector 
of the Jesuit Community at 
Fordham. In January 2000 
he was invited to move to 
Jerusalem where he serves as 
director of interfaith relations 
at the Jesuit-run Pontifical 
Biblical Institute. He is now 
Professor Emeritus at Fordham 
U., but he still returns to Rose 
Hill to teach one or two courses 
each fall semester.
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Dorothy Zambito has been a 
member of Sodality/CLC since 
the late ‘50s and has tirelessly 
promoted CLC during those 
years along with her husband, 
Ray. She is a member of 
Locust Valley CLC in the New 
York Region, had served as 
Coordinating Editor of Harvest 
for five years and served as 
President and Past President 
of CLC-USA. She is part of the 
Servant Community that will 
serve as Coordinating Editor 
of Harvest. Dorothy was one 
of three delegates to the World 
Assembly in Nairobi.
In addition to involvement 
at her local parish, Dorothy 
spends time at the local soup 
kitchen and with the winter 
homeless shelter in the next 
town. Among her special 
blessings are husband, Ray, her 
six children and her children 
in marriage and the twelve 
grandchildren. 

Graced History: A Local CLC Responds to the 
Bishops’ Peace Pastoral

 By Dorothy M. Zambito

The publication and distribution of the Pastoral Letter on War and Peace, The Chal-
lenge of Peace: God’s Promise and Our Response, took place May 3, 1983 by the Na-
tional Conference of Catholic Bishops. Soon after it appeared, the Locust Valley CLC, 
a community of about twelve members at the time, undertook an in depth study of the 
document with Father Francis K. Drolet, S.J. as our guide. 

Father Drolet synthesized the pastoral and produced an unofficial summary of the 
lengthy document (over 100 pages). The Locust Valley CLC financed and distributed 
10,000 copies of this outline. In August of 1983, Father presented two courses on the 
contents of the pastoral at the NFCLC Convention in Washington.

In the community, there was a felt need to go beyond digesting the contents for 
ourselves alone. The Locust Valley CLC began a communal discernment on next steps. 
After prayer and discussion, it was decided that we would promulgate the message of 
The Challenge of Peace in our diocese, Rockville Centre, New York.

We brainstormed about how best to do this. The result was a full day’s program, 
The Call for Lay Collaboration, to be held at the diocesan Seminary of the Immaculate 
Conception on October 29, 1983, to be hosted and funded by the Locust Valley CLC. 
We discerned the wisdom of having some guest speakers who would bring exper-
tise and greater credibility to our efforts. Among those who presented papers were: 
Dr. Robert G. Muller, Assistant Secretary-General at the United Nations; Rev. J.P. 
Fitzpatrick, S.J., Professor Emeritus of Sociology, Fordham University; and Ms. Jane 
Blewett, Center of Concern in Washington, DC. Members of the Locust Valley CLC 
participated as master of ceremonies, moderators of the plenary sessions, group facilita-
tors and ministers of welcome and hospitality. The community ‘imported’ other CLCers 
from the region to assist in the day’s program.

The initial hope was that the program would host representation from every parish 
in the diocese of Rockville Centre. (Three mailings had been sent to all the parishes 
announcing and encouraging participation.) The hope was not realized, but there were 
about 200 people who attended, some from other Christian denominations. One com-
ment summed up how many felt about the day, “I came here looking for reassurance of 
the possibilities of hope and peace so that I may share it with my community. I received 
that and much more. I received the knowledge that I’m not alone.” 

Questions for Discussion

1.	 Dorothy Zambito shares the fact of Locust Valley CLC’s communal discernment 
after study of the Bishops’ Pastoral, Challenge of Peace.” Has your CLC en-
tered into a formal communal discernment? What was the subject of the discern-
ment? What were the results?

2.	 Explore your own community’s “graced history.” Identify some of the blessings 
and the struggles.
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Calendar of Events

World CLC Assembly
Fatima, Portugal

August 8-21, 2008
http://www.fatima2008.org/

Leadership Conference II
Pittsburgh, PA

March 26-29, 2009

Kingdom. We listened together, prayed quietly and shared 
one to one. Meditations on the Kingdom and the Beati-
tudes resulted in a spiritually fruitful day.

During the lunch break of the Day of Prayer, the 
region’s Apostolic Groups met for a meeting. The Lay 
Spirituality Group is promoting growth in praying in the 
Ignatian way. The Social Justice Group is working on set-
ting up a chat room or blog for dissemination of informa-
tion on social justice issues.

The annual Day of Mission at the Little Sisters of the 
Assumption Center in East Harlem was another success. 
Thirty members of the region cleaned, painted, repaired 
and planted for the Sisters. Others who could not attend 
donated funds for materials that were needed. The morning 
ended with Mass and a pizza lunch. 

Excerpts from 

The Challenge of Peace: 
God’s Promise and our Response

23.	Because peace, like the kingdom of God itself, 
is both a divine gift and a human work, the 
Church should continually pray for the gift 
and share in the work. We are called to be 
a Church at the service of peace, precisely 
because peace is one manifestation of God’s 
word and work in our midst. Recognition of 
the Church’s responsibility to join with others 
in the work of peace is a major force behind 
the call today to develop a theology of peace. 
Much of the history of Catholic theology on 
war and peace has focused on limiting the re-
sort to force in human affairs; this task is still 
necessary, and is reflected later in this pastoral 
letter, but it is not a sufficient response to Vati-
can II’s challenge “to undertake a completely 
fresh reappraisal of war.”[11]

25.	A theology of peace should ground the task of 
peacemaking solidly in the biblical vision of 
the kingdom of God, then place it centrally in 
the ministry of the Church. It should specify 
the obstacles in the way of peace, as these are 
understood theologically and in the social and 
political sciences. It should both identify the 
specific contributions a community of faith 
can make to the work of peace and relate these 
to the wider work of peace pursued by other 
groups and institutions in society. Finally, a 
theology of peace must include a message of 
hope. The vision of hope must be available 
to all, but one source of its content should be 
found in a Church at the service of peace.

Journeying as an Apostolic Body: 
Our Response to This Grace from God”

Continued from page 30

Fatima, Portugal 

“Our Lady of Fatima”

The Blessed Virgin 
Mary, the Mother 
of God, appeared 
six times to three 
shepherd children; 
Lucia, Francisco, and 
Jacinta; between May 
13 and October 13, 
1917.

http://www.fatima2008.org/



