 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The River of God’s Creative Presence
The image of water that forms the backdrop for this conference is filled with many levels of symbolism. Water is an essential component of life on earth. It plays a role in the formation of every physical being on earth. Even those things we call non-living beings have been formed and shaped by water or the lack of it. As a result water also permeates our symbolic selves and has been honored and feared in our religious expressions. It is a life-giving force that is part of every cell of our bodies. In fact two-thirds of our bodies are water. In our mother’s womb we were surrounded by amniotic fluid whose composition is very similar to pre-historic seas. We have also witnessed very graphically in the tsunami of December 26 and Hurricane Katrina, that water can be a destructive force. As Christians we celebrate this reality in our Easter Vigil and baptismal rituals where we use water to signify death and resurrection.

The water image that resonates most strongly within me in relation to this conference is that of the river. The river flows continually and yet is never the same. As Heraclitus observed, “You can never step into the same river twice.” It symbolizeds for me the flow of history, of ever-continuing creation. CLC is a particular current in this river and this conference is one sacred time and place in that flow that will make its own unique contribution to that creation just as each drop of water makes its own contribution to a river. 

So as we prepare for this conference, part of our preparation is to bring into mindfulness the sacredness of this time and place and the sacredness of each person participating. Each comes with unique giftedness and life experiences that are important for this gathering. 

As we enter the process of the weekend, this sense of sacredness will be continued as we honor each person’s truth by respectfully listening to each other’s story. The water each person brings with them and which we will co-mingle during the opening ritual will symbolize this openness to each other and the various places from which we come.

This sense of sacredness will continue with a focus on reflective time in between presentations and on compassionate listening — setting aside what is buzzing around inside our own heads and hearts and really listening to the other, a sense of presence. The type of presence a spiritual director brings to the directing relationship. 

To facilitate this, most of the interaction through most of Saturday will be in the small groups where story-telling and compassionate listening are more easily accomplished. The work of the small groups will be presented to the larger group but not discussed there. This will be another opportunity for listening — to each other, the work of the groups, and the Spirit working among us. 

This calls for a sense of humility. Sometimes when we are passionate about something, we feel that what we have to say is more important than what others have to say. Every one will have the opportunity to express their passions, but it is the careful listening to the passions and wisdoms of all that the Spirit can be heard. 

As we step into this sacred time and space of the River, let us keep before us the grace we seek during this time: 

The grace we seek through the flow of water and the flow of the Spirit is to deepen our ability to discern and respond as the North American Region. 
