CVX and Water
CVX Canada has been discerning its mission through the recent years in an effort to advance as an apostolic community.  In 2002, we were defining our common mission, the image of the tree was an illustration that our common mission is organic, it grows along as we advance and try to reveal the face of Christ to all those we encounter in our daily lives.  The North American Meeting in Guelf gave us additional enlightenment, hence we felt the call to develop our mission towards “Building a World of Justice and Peace”.  Questions were raised by our communities: how can we, as ignatians, contribute to God’s project in the heart of the World?  How can we develop a social consciousness towards the realities of the World?  How can our specific way of life make a difference facing today’s most urgent problems in our society and in the World? 

In the beginning of March 2005, three of our members attended a conference organized by Development and Peace and presented by Marie Mazalto, a Researcher at the International Development Research Center.  The title was: “Water, a Common Good for humanity”.  Our two council members and the formation committee leader who attended the conference, were touched by its message.  They asked themselves if there was a way by which the message could be transmitted to the rest of our CVX.  Meanwhile, preparation for our national gathering in May was underway.  At the council meeting, a proposal was made to use the World CLC Day’s theme: “Do whatever he tells you” as an inspiration for our national gathering.   The gospel about Cana was proposed as a source of contemplation emerging from that theme.  On March 21st, the formation committee finalised the plan for our national meeting with the issue of water as the subject for discerning our common mission.  This came in line with our discernment on Mission so far.  It also echoed with one of  World CLC’s priorities and coincided with the UN’s declaration of the “Water for Life” decade 2005-2015, that started on March 22nd 2005.   Chicago’s choice of the theme of water in relation to formation only confirmed that this issue was due!  The formation committee worked out a preparation programme.  Local communities were invited to reflect at personal and community levels, and to choose an image, a word or a question, that touched them most during the process.  

During the national meeting in May, Leah Michaud, our world ExCo North America link and liaison person for the UN working group, made us understand how the issue of Water became the discerned focus for World CLC’s work at the UN.  Local communities presented panels illustrating the words, images and questions that came up during their preparation process.  The call of Christ “I am thirsty” was echoed through many panels, reflecting both material and spiritual thirst of the world around us.  Progressively, human words became sources of prayer and reflection carrying the Word of God.  

Eric Chastenay, form Development and Peace, presented Mazalto’s video conference on the privatization of water in the World.  It was an eye opener for many of us who did not realize the scope of the problem.  By opening our doors to people form other organizations such as Development and Peace, we realized the importance of collaborating with other partners who have the experience and expertise in the field.  Many of us were later proud to know that the petitions we signed were transmitted to our Finance Minister Ralph Goodale as part of the nationwide campaign against privatization of water.   

The presence and intervention of our guests Leah, Gilles and Yves Daigle strengthened our sense of belonging to one apostolic body united for Mission with the North American Region and the World CLC.   By the end of the day, a jug was formed by the different calls perceived throughout the process and during workshops.  Calls confirmed our desire to do “whatever he tells us” and to continue discerning for action addressing water from a CVX perspective.  Local communities were invited to revisit what happened on that day and follow up on what was discerned.  The fruits of our national meeting prompted us to move to the next step: how to develop a process for action in the case of water?  The results of Chicago’s meeting will be particularly helpful in that matter.  As part of our Orientations for this year, the formation committee has explored the use of social analysis in discerning our mission.  A model based on the simple formula: See, Judge and Act (formerly used by the Catholic Action) was suggested.   

Although our discernment for Mission is a continuing process, we should end our presentation here.  No better phrase could conclude than this Chinese saying: “When you drink water think about the source”.  Therefore, we offer all of you a glass of water from our CVX source: its 100% Natural Tap Water.  

